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theory of Individual responsibility was enforced by submitting
each councillor to a separate raid it.1 The board had certain
definite officials connected with it for certain definite purposes;
but it seems safest to regard the chief of these as not themselves
members of the body, for the secretary of the city 2 was elected
by the people even in the fourth century, and other officials had
been formerly elected in this manner but were afterwards
chosen by lot. Chief amongst such officials must have been the
auditor of the council (di/r^/pa^evs rrjs fjov\rjs), apparently an
independent authority and an external check on its actions,
who kept a record of its proceedings and an audit that was
probably concerned mainly with finance.3

But the council was too large a body to perform its functions
as an active executive efficiently without further subdivision
of its members. It worked, therefore, through committees.
Occasionally these were temporary, appointed for special pur-
poses. But there were besides regular but changing committees
known as irpvTaiveis, which brought the council into relation with
the ecclesia. The council was divided by tribes into committees
of fifty members each, each presiding tribe (</>i>A?) irpvravevovcra)
sitting in turn for a tenth part of the year, which was called a
irpvravtta. In the fifth century a narrower board of ten, chosen
from this tribe and sitting for seven days, with a president
(iTTtcrraT^s) selected daily by lot from this narrower body, were
the intermediaries between the council and the ecclesia and
the presidents of both bodies.4 A change subsequently intro-
duced, not known earlier than the year 373 but probably
dating back to the archonship of Eucleides (403), divorced the
presidency of the council and popular assembly from the
committee of the prytany. When the council or ecclesia was
summoned, the epistates of the prytany selected by lot nine
7rpoeSpoL3 one from each tribe except the one presiding, and a
second epistates from them, and it was this still more evan-
escent committee that laid business before the two assemblies/'
The task of the latter was merely formal, for the preparation
of business was of course made by the permanent board of

1  Aesch. c.   Ctes.  20;  a  psephisin      the, title itself docs not occur in A tit.
(C.LA. ii. 114) recommends a conn-      Pol. (54), although Harpocration quotes
cillor to be crowned "as soon as lie      Aristotle.

shall have passed Ms audit."                        4 Arg. ad   Demostli. c. Androt. p,

2  Ath. Pol 54 ; Thuc. vii. 10.               590.

3  Pollux viii. 98;  Harpocrat. s.v. ;         5 Ath. Pol. 44 ; Suid. s.v. {ir